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INSIDE

THIS APARTMENT B NﬁRl&HU DESIGN &
RESEARCH OFFICE TURNS CONVENTIONS
OF TYPICAL APARTMENT LIVING ON ITS HEAD
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[ THE EXTROVERTED PRIVACY - WU RESIDENCE

Architecture Firm Neri&Hu Design and
Rasearch Office

Pr'oject Team Lyndon Neri & Rosanna Hu
(principals-in-charge), Cai Chuan Yan, Jane Wang,
Liu Qi, Andrew Roman

Time to Complete 25 months

Total Floor Area 250sqm

Neri&Hu Design and Research Office
(86) 21 6082 3777 nhdro.com, nenandhu.com

Furniture Generally throughout, furniture from Design
Republic: In Dining Room, Carl Hansen 'CH24' chairs,
Extended Mirror and 'Solo' Dining Table from Neri&Hu

In Dry Kitchen, Moooi 'Carbon' chairs, Moooi 'Container’

Design Republic (86) 21 6082 3788 the designrepublic.com

table. Ir g Room, Classicon 'Diana E' Side Tables
B&B Il rank' Sofa, B&B Italia 'Mart' Armchair, Carl
Hansen 'CHO7" Lounge Chair, e15 'Max' Coffee Table.
Bar Steol from Mater. In Library, Fritz Hansen 'SWAN™"
Chair. In Entrance Foyer, e15 'Calle’ Bench, Trash Can
from VIPP. In Bedrc

Vichael Anastassiades 'Ball'
Xoom and Kitchen, Round Containers
k. Livi

from whenc
Bedroom Car

1 room Carpet from Taiping.

lly througt

Lighting Gene ut, fighting is from Design
Republic: In Bedroom. Serge Mouille 'Spider Scones'

Pendant lamp, Floor Lamp from Classicon. In Dining
Room Madernica 'Bubble’ Pendant Lamp. In Dry

Produzione Privata "Acque

chen,
nta' Pendant Lamp. In L ibrary,

Home

«—
FLOATING CUT AWAY:
RETREAT: The library is a

The children’s
bedrooms are
housed in

stone-clad cube
of subtracted and
recessed volumes

transparent boxes
open to the corridor

Wastberg 'Studioilse' lamp. Bathroom Pendant Lamp
from Louis Poulsen.

Finishes Library Cladding is Grey Chinese Stone
Cladding. Generally throughout, flooring is Black Oak
Bedroom walls are Smoked Oak Veneer. Bathroom finish
is Custorn Blackened Bronze

Fixed & Fitted White Corridor Joinery is Perforated
Steel Panels. Custom-made Dining and Living Room
Consoles are Smoked Oak Wood and Black Spray
painted Metal. Library Joinery is Smoked Oak Veneer
Wardrobes are from Poliform. Bathroom Basin is from
Duravit. Bathroom Fittings are from VOLA. Kitchen
System is from Bulthaup. Curtains are linen fabric
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To that, he presented a parti that appears to be the antithesis of typical

apartment living. The diagram here pulls the rooms away from the edge, creating
a corridor that runs along the perimeter. Three boxes — copper, stone and wood —
housing the bathrooms and library are placed in the inner zone, with the residual
spaces in between containing the communal areas and bedrooms separated from
the corridor with walls of glass.

The result is a far cry from the original plan, which had the living and dining
areas surrounded by bedrooms tucked in the corners. What’s more, the windows
along the apartment’s length have been covered up with perforated steel panels - a
no-no for most homeowners for whom the illusion of a bigger space, beget by light
from the windows, is almost always mandatory.

Looking at the design, some questions come to mind, the most nagging being
the unconventional demarcations of public and private spheres. The latter, deemed
sanctuaries for individuals to retreat within, is usually hidden behind solid walls
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CASUAL CORNER:
A cosy breakfast
area with a view

is created in the
corridor leading
from the dry kitchen

in a traditional housing template. Here, they are transparent and open. The name
that Neri gives to this project — “extroverted privacy” — addresses this. The phrase,
while oxymoronic, describes his intentions.

“One experiences the obvious openness and expansiveness of the layout
upon entering the apartment and this experience challenges the convention of a
‘broken up’ showflat that is seen as the ideal living condition in real estate today,”
he elaborates. “Despite the obvious transparency, architecture gestures in the
form of floating boxes clad in different materials are strategically inserted to give
the depth and layering needed for privacy and intimacy — the project pushes the
boundary of how far one can be so transparent, so open, so extroverted, and still
remain private.”

Many projects featuring strong concepts end up being lost in translation but
not here. The home is, as Neri depicts, airy and expansive. With few opaque walls,
the various spaces within the apartment are less defined, rendering it the effect
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In apartment living, corridors
are often viewed as undesirable, wasted spaces, taking away
from what could have been a bigger living area or bedroom,
for example. Shanghai-based Neri&Hu Design & Research
Office however, has made it the main driver in their design
of this home in Singapore.

Situated in the central part of the island, the apartment is occupied by a middle-aged couple and
their grown children. “Their requirements were simple,” says American-Chinese architect Lyndon
Neri, who leads the firm together with his partner Rossana Hu. “Three bedrooms and a project that
will challenge the conventional notion of what a flat should be.”

Challenging convention is not new to the firm that, with projects like the award-winning
Shanghai boutique hotel The Waterhouse at South Bund (2011) and the recently completed Yingjia
Club in Beijing, creates new perceptions of experience and space.

“What is domestic? What is a house? What is an apartment? Does a room need to have a window
when, in fact, you use the space to sleep most of the time? How can we bring more light to a three-
bedroom apartment as in a loft? Does a bedroom need to be private? Can the corridor be more
interesting aside from the usual tunnel-like effect?” These were questions that Neri put forth in

exploring the humble typology of a home.

SPACE

T EXTENSION:
From the wet
kitchen, one has
glimpses into the
study opposite

<_

SUBTLE
CONNECTION:
Transparent
partitions
separate the dry
kitchen from
the wet kitchen
and dining area
respectively
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